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An Open Letter to the Board of The Oxford Union

10 May 2019
Dear Members of the Board of The Oxford Union,
RE: Oxford Union events on Catalonia

The undersigned are members of the Foro de Profesores, an informal association of 240 University professors
and other professionals committed to the defence of liberal democracy in Spain. We understand that Mr Carles
Puigdemont has been invited to address your members on the 28th of May 2019.

We welcome your interest in Spanish affairs, even if we deeply regret that the Oxford Union seems to invite only
nationalist Catalan leaders: Mr Artur Mas in 2017 and now Mr Puigdemont. As you probably know, Mr
Puigdemont is a fugitive from justice, having fled the country after the public attorney office took him to the
Supreme Court on charges equivalent to embezzlement of public funds, obstruction of justice, and employment
of violence in the declaration of the independence of a Spanish region against the Spanish Constitution. You may
not be aware that the regional police force of Catalonia counts with 18,000 members. His constitutional rights,
including that of free speech, are of course unaffected during the course of the proceedings.

We also regret that Mr Puigdemont is presented in advertisements for the event as 'Head of the Catalonian
Resistance'. Mr Puigdemont's unilateral strategy has created deep divisions within Catalan society and has
greatly damaged the Catalan social fabric and economy, while also increasing deep structural inequalities in
Catalonia. In the past general elections in Spain—28%" April 2019—Mr. Puigdemont political party JxC was the
4th most voted political force in Catalonia with 12,05% of the ballots. The other pro-secession party, ERC,
gathered 24,59% of the ballots. Thus, both secessionist parties togethers amounted to 36,64% of the ballots. It
is therefore inaccurate and tendentious to present him as representing a 'Catalonian resistance'; if there is such
a thing, it is not a resistance against Spain but against one half of Catalonia.

We consequently write to you to politely offer ourselves, and our expertise, for any presentations or debates
that you may wish to hold on these issues. The Foro de Profesores includes prominent experts in law, economy,
sociology, history, philosophy, education, modern languages, and all other aspects of Catalonia and its politics.
Some amongst our most concerned members include academics with Oxbridge credentials: graduates and
doctorates of the universities; as well as others who regularly visit and exchange scholarly work with Oxbridge
academics.

The nationalist movement in Catalonia is very well funded, while ours is a civil association with no funding
whatsoever. Nevertheless, we hope our willingness and ability to defend Spain’s most progressive constitutional
and legal order in centuries will not be dismissed or ignored. We are convinced that Oxford Union audiences will
find really useful the information we offer on Spanish affairs. We trust that Oxford Union will be keen to enhance
access to this information and to a balanced account of events.

We look forward to hearing from you.
Signed:

Alfonso Valero, solicitor and abogado (not practicing), Founder and Coordinator of the Foro de Profesores
(‘Forum of Academics’)

Jesus Fernandez Mufioz, Dpto. Estética e Historia de la Filosofia, Universidad de Sevilla



=
L
I DE PROFESORES

Jorge Calero, Catedratico de Economia Aplicada, Universidad de Barcelona

Melitén Cardona, Former Ambassador of Spain

Mikel Buesa Blanco, Catedratico de Economia Aplicada, Universidad Complutense de Madrid

Juan Antonio Garcia Amado, Catedratico de Filosofia del Derecho, Universidad de Ledn

Barbara Loyer, Professeure Institut Frangais de Géopolitique, Université Paris 8 (France)

Guillermo ifiiguez Martinez, Law Tripos, Peterhouse, University of Cambridge

José Luis Orella Martinez, profesor titular de Historia Contemporanea, Universidad CEU San Pablo

Mauricio Sudrez, Full Professor in Logic and Philosophy of Science, Universidad Complutense de Madrid
Alberto G. Ibafiez, Escritor y ensayista

Chantal Moll de Alba, Profesora de Derecho Civil, Universidad de Barcelona

Juan José Rubio Guerrero, Full Professor of Public Finance & Dean of Faculty of Law and Social Sciences,
University of Castilla-La Mancha

José Maria Rosales, professor of moral and political philosophy, University of Malaga

Jose A. Zorrilla, Ambassador of Spain (ret.)

Ignacio Fernandez Sarasola, Profesor titular de Derecho Constitucional, Universidad de Oviedo

José Ramdn Montero, Catedratico de Ciencia Politica, Universidad Autdnoma de Madrid

Federico A. Castillo Blanco, Catedratico de Derecho Administrativo. Universidad de Granada.

José Luis Diez-Ripollés, Professor of Criminal Law, Universidad de Malaga

Angel J. Sanchez-Navarro, Full Professor of Constitutional Law, Universidad Complutense de Madrid

Luis Perdices de Blas, Catedratico de Historia del Pensamiento Econdmico, Universidad Complutense de Madrid
Nuria Magaldi, Associate Professor of Administrative Law, University of Cérdoba

José Manuel Cansino Mufioz-Repiso, Professor of Economics (Universidad de Sevilla) visiting professor at
Universidad Auténoma de Chile

Rodrigo Vazquez de Prada y Grande, Periodista y Director del semanario digital Crénica Popular

Antonio Pefia Freire, Profesor titular de Filosofia del Derecho, Universidad de Granada

Luis Méndiz, Sociologist and educator (retired), Reading UK

David Jiménez Torres, Profesor Asociado, Universidad Camilo José Cela

Julio Carabafia Morales  Profesor Honorifico, UCM

Peter Harvey, MA Cambridge and Life Member of the Cambridge Union Society, UK-qualified secondary school
teacher (PGCE)

Roberto Colom, Catedratico de Psicologia diferencial, Universidad Auténoma de Madrid

Isabel Fernandez Alonso, Senior Lecturer in Communication, Universidad Autonoma de Barcelona

Emilio Vieira Jiménez-Ontiveros, Abogado y Profesor de Derecho Civil de la Universidad Loyola Andalucia

Julio Valdedn, Periodista y escritor
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Mercedes Fuertes, Catedratica de Derecho Administrativo, Universidad de Ledn.

José J. Jiménez Sdnchez, Profesor titular de Filosofia del Derecho

Carlos Ruiz Miguel, Professor of Constitutional Law, University of Santiago de Compostela

Rafael Sanchez Saus, Catedratico de Historia Medieval, Universidad de Cadiz

Fernando Garcia-Romanillos Valverde, Periodista

Moisés Ponce de Ledn Iglesias, Profesor titular Université Rennes2, FRANCE ('a la retraite)

Ignacio Gémez de Liafio Alamillo, Profesor Titular (jubilado) de Teoria Socioldgica y de Estética, Universidad
Complutense de Madrid

Jesus Rul Gargallo, Inspector de Educacion (j) (Cataluiia, Espafia)

Carmen Gonzalez Enriquez, Full Professor on Political Sience, UNED

Carlos Conde Solares, Senior Lecturer in Hispanic Studies, University of Northumbria

Jaime Javier Domingo Martinez, Profesor Asociado de Economia Aplicada, Universidad de Sevilla

Antonio Bueno-Armijo, Associate Professor of Administrative Law

David Guillem-Tatay, Profesor de Moral Social y Deontologia, Bioderecho y Responsabilidad Civil Sanitaria,
Universidad Catdlica de Valencia.

Gorka Maneiero Labayen, Escrito y analista politico

Maria Fraile, Profesora de Derecho Constitucional, Universidad Carlos IlI

Miguel Angel Quintana Paz, Profesor de Filosofia Moral y Politica, Universidad Europea Miguel de Cervantes
Juan Antonio Carrasco Lobo, Académico en Academia Norteamericana de Literatura Moderna Internacional
Carlos Martinez Gorriaran, Profesor Titular de Estética y Teoria de las Artes, Universidad del Pais Vasco
Montserrat Baras Gomez, Profesora Titular (jubilada) de Ciencia Politica de la UAB

Montserrat Ginés Gibert, Retired Professor of English (Polytechnic University of Catalonia)

Marta Postigo Asenjo, Profesora Titular de Filosofia Moral y Politica, Universidad de Mdlaga

Javier Tajadura, Catedratico (A) de Derecho Constitucional UPV.EHU

Manuel Parra Celaya, Profesor (jubilado) de Lengua y Literatura espafiola en Barcelona

Antonio Hermosa Andujar, Catedratico de Filosofia Antigua, Universidad de Sevilla

Juan M Poyato Galan, Doctor en Medicina y Cirugia. Profesor Externo del Departamento de Fisiologia y Biofisica
de la Universidad de Sevilla

Araceli Mangas Martin, Catedratica de Derecho Internacional Publico y Relaciones Internacionales, Universidad
Complutense de Madrid

Juan Ramoén Fernandez Torres, Catedratico de Derecho Administrativo (UCM) y Abogado

Jose Antonio de Yturriaga, Embajador de Espafia y Profesor de Derecho diplomatico, Universidad Complutense
de Madrid

Alfonso Garcia Figueroa, Profesor Titular de Filosofia del Derecho, Universidad de Castilla-La Mancha
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Pablo Gutiérrez de Cabiedes, Chair of Criminal Procedure (Catedratico de Derecho Procesal) Universidad CEU
Patricia Santos Rodriguez, Profesor adjunto Filosofia del Derecho, Universidad CEU San Pablo

Paz Garzon, Inspectora de Trabajo y Seguridad Social, Profesora (Jubilada) Universidad Pompeu Fabra.
Francisco Castilla, Profesor Titular de Filosofia

Carlos Ramon Ferndndez Liesa, Catedratico de Derecho internacional publico y relaciones internacionales,
Universidad Carlos Ill de Madrid

Juan V. Oltra Gutiérrez, Profesor de Organizacion de Empresas, Universitat Politecnica de Valéncia
Angela Herrero, Antropdloga

Luis Miguez Macho, Catedratico de Derecho Administrativo, Universidad de Santiago de Compostela
Santiago Alvarez Garcia, Profesor Filosofia

Jerénimo Moreno, CEO

Rafael Palomino, Professor of Law, Universidad Complutense de Madrid

Jose Javier Olivas Osuna, Political Scientist, UNED and LSE

Fernando de Artacho y Pérez-Blazquez, Doctor en Historia, académico y abogado

Javier Mufioz de la Cuesta, Financiero y Profesor de Innovacién y Creacion de Empresas

Luis Rodriguez Abascal, Professor, Philosophy of Law, Universidad Auténoma de Madrid

Cyril Trepier, Geographer, investigator at the French Institute of Geopolitics, Université Paris 8 Saint-Denis
Macario Valpuesta Bermudez, Profesor asociado de Derecho Romano, Universidad Pablo de Olavide
Nuria Plaza Carrero, Profesora de Filologia Hispanica

Antonio Timoner Salvd, Economist / Economista

Francisco Garcia Garcia  Catedratico, Universidad Complutense de Madrid

José Joaquin Fernandez Alles, Profesor Titular de Universidad. Universidad de Cadiz (Espafia).

José Martin Ostos, Catedratico de Derecho Procesal

Sebastian Zambelli, Politélogo

Maria Pablo Romero Gil Delgado, Catedratica de Economia Aplicada

Antonio Guillamon, Profesor Emérito de Psicobiologia, UNED

Luis Castellvi Laukamp, MPhil PhD (Cantab), Humboldt Postdoctoral Scholar, Heidelberg University
Leonor Zozaya-Montes, University Assistant Professor, ULPGC

Roberto Villa Garcia, Profesor Titular de Historia Politica, Universidad Rey Juan Carlos

Merce Vilarrubias, Profesora y escritora

Carlos Diaz, Senior Aerospace Engineer, Berlin, Germany

Miguel Otero-Iglesias, Senior Analyst at Elcano Royal Institute and Professor at IE University

Josefina Martinez, Profesora Titular de Universidad, UNED

Dolores Pelaez, Professor, Simmons University
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Mercedes Vaquero, Professor, Brown University

Javier Fernandez-Sebastian, Professor of History of Political Thought, University of the Basque Country

Manuel Fernandez Salmerdn, Prof. Titular de Derecho Administrativo Univ. de Murcia /Academic Visitor
University of Oxford (2015)

Fernando Lara de Vicente, Profesor de Economia Aplicada, Universidad de Cérdoba

Laura Sancho Rocher, Catedratica de Historia Antigua, Universidad de Zaragoza

M2 Victoria Petit Lavall, Catedratica de Derecho mercantil, Universidad Jaume | de Castellén

Angel Caminero Gémez, Profesor Titular de Psicobiologia, UNED

Victor M. Sanchez, Profesor Agregado de Derecho Internacional, UOC

Rafael Martinez Ferreira, Professor of Finance, |E Business School

José Maria Marco, Profesor Relaciones Internacionales, Universidad Pontificia Comillas de Madrid (UPCO /
ICADE)

Carolina Marin Pedrefo, Partner at Dawson Cornwell

Manuel Oliete, abogado

José Clemente Polo Andrés, Catedratico de Fundamentos del Analisis Econdmico

Julio Iglesias de Ussel, Catedratico de Sociologia, Madrid



